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There are many different Druid Orders and as is the case with most Pagan groupings, no two Druids will see things in 
exactly the same way. 
 
To further confuse matters there is a different focus and feel to American Druid Orders and English ones. I can only speak 
for myself, as an American Druid of the Order of the Whiteoak (Ord Na Darach Gile). 
 
History: 

"Gaine daughter of pure Gumor, 
nurse of mead-loving Mide, 
surpassed all women though she was silent 
she was learned and a seer and a chief Druid." 

(From The Metrical Dindsenchas, Gwynn translation, 1903) 

There is plenty of evidence that women as well as men were Druids in ancient times. Druids presided at divinations and sacrifices and praised the 
Gods, but the primary task of all grades of Druids was to follow an intellectual path. 
 
The Druids were the learned class of the ancient Celts, analogous to the Brahmins of India. 
 
Both Hindu and Celtic culture are derived from the same proto-Indo-European roots. The caste system of the Hindus and the caste system of the 
Celts were essentially the same; both were fluid, that is one could move up or down the social ladder depending on skill and learning (it was only in 
the 10th century that Hinduism "froze" its caste system - a reaction to invaders from outside). 
 
The Druid was analogous to the Brahmin, the warrior to the Kshatria. There were the producer class of farmers and craftsmen and finally the slaves 
who were analogous to the Hindu untouchables. Among Druids there were specialists; it seems unlikely that every Druid was mistress of every 
Druidical function. Druids did not commit their knowledge to writing; important facts were memorized and passed down orally. 
 
A Druid could be a Sencha, or historian for the tribe. They could be a Brehon, in which case they would have memorized volumes of Brehon Law 
making them eligible to be a lawyer, a judge, or an ambassador. A Druid could also be a Scelaige, or keeper of myths and epics. These myths were 
recited at important occasions like weddings and births, at the onset of a major journey or a battle. 
 
The Cainte was a master of magical chants, invocations and curses. They could banish or bless with a song. The Cruitire was a harpist who knew the 
magical uses of music; she was mistress of the "three kinds of music:" laughing music (the sound of young men at play), crying music (the sound of a 
woman in the travails of childbirth), and sleeping music (the sound of which would put a person to sleep). 
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The Druid might be a Liaig, a doctor who used surgery, herbs and magic to heal, or a Deoghbaire, a cupbearer who knew the properties of intoxicating 
and hallucinogenic substances. 
 
Further specialties included the Faith, or diviner, the Bard, who was a popular poet and singer, and the highest grade of Druid, the Fili, a sacred poet 
and diviner whose words were prophetic. 
 
Like Sorcerers, Druids performed feats of magic in the service of the king or queen and in the service of the tribe. 

"Then Mogh Roith said to Ceann Mor: 'Bring me my poison-stone, my hand-stone, my hundred-fighter, my destruction of my enemies.' 
 
This was brought to him and he began to praise it, and he proceeded to put a venomous spell on it..." 

(Forbhais Droma Damhghaire, Sean O'Duinn translation) 

Druids were the teachers of the sons and daughters of the nobility. It was their task to hand down from generation to generation the knowledge of 
sacred animals, trees, plants, stones and all the details of the landscape, its history and how each feature got its name, as well as the tribal laws and 
precedents. 
 
In contrast to village Cunningmen and Wisewomen (Witches), who were counselors, midwives, magicians, herbalists, and veterinarians for their 
community, the Druids advised and worked closely with the nobility. A king or queen was a person from the warrior class who had spent their entire 
life learning the arts of defense and war, who was then elevated to the "Nemed" or sacred class by means of an elaborate ritual. 
 
Druids were hereditary members of the Nemed class who had spent their lives learning the laws. A king or queen had to have a Druid advisor by their 
side at all times so that they could rule according to precedent. The stories of Arthur and Merlin are a good illustration of this relationship. 
 
The justice of the king was so important that it would determine whether strong and good-looking children would be born to the people and if the 
weather, crops and animals would prosper. 
 
There is evidence that the Druids supervised at human sacrifices. However, there is no evidence of the type of wholesale immolation in wicker cages 
reported by Julius Caesar. It is well to remember that Caesar was attempting to paint the Druids in a lurid light in order to get funding from Rome to 
continue his military campaigns and further his personal political ambitions. It seems likely that prisoners of war and criminals were dispatched in 
much the same way as we do it today, after judgment and sentencing. 
 
The Druids were persecuted by the Romans and killed off in many Celtic areas. 
 
However, the Romans never got to the extreme north of Caledonia (Scotland) nor did they invade Ireland. As a result Druids and their teachings 
persisted for many centuries. The Bards were able to continue to disseminate Druid teachings via story and song. 
 
Who the Druids Were Not: 
 
The Druids were not priests and priestesses of Atlantis, nor were they a lost tribe of Israel. Early English historians could not imagine that groups such 
as the Irish (whom they considered to be backward and inferior) could possibly have produced such a class of noble intellectuals and clergy. 
 
The Druids did not build Stonehenge or the magnificent cairns of the Boyne Valley; Knowth, Dowth and Newgrange, which were built by pre-Indo-
European, Bronze Age peoples. However, it is quite likely that the Druids used those monuments. In the case of the Irish structures, there is plenty of 
mythological evidence that the Iron Age Celts and their Druids revered these sites as sacred. 
 
The Druids were not proto-Christians. They had their own system of ethics and deities that pre-dated Christianity. 
 
Core Beliefs: 
 
All of which brings us to the difficult question of what it means to be a Druid in the new millennium. 
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All modern Druids attempt to honor Celtic tradition. They also understand that there is no fully intact tradition of Druidism that stretches back to ancient 
times and that of necessity every Druid Order must create its own ritual form. 
 
Some are happy to include recent speculations, such as the poetry of Robert Graves (inventor of the Celtic Tree Calendar) and others try to stick to 
more rigorously researched, scholastically verifiable sources. 
 
It is more common to find practicing Christians among the English Orders. American Druid Orders, such as Whiteoak, Keltria, and ADF, place a larger 
emphasis on Pagan Celtic scholarship, seeing themselves as lore keepers for Pagan Celtic cultural, religion and magical tradition. 
 
Irish Druidism is often concerned with the Forest Druid tradition, seeking to keep alive the ancient woods lore of the forest dwellers of the Elizabethan 
era and earlier. 
 
As in the past, modern Druids tend to be intellectually curious, reading voraciously on subjects such as Celtic tribal law, history, philosophy, poetry, 
magic, religion, mythology, spirituality, traditional healing methods, music, archaeology and astronomy. They use these studies to create ceremonies 
that honor the Earth and the Celtic pantheon of Gods. 
 
The Druids are not a male priesthood. There are a few popular authors and at least one old English Order that try to perpetuate that idea, but they are 
in the minority and do not represent the majority of Druids today. Druids are not among those who seek to exploit or ignore the Earth in Her time of 
need. They recognize that nature hangs in a delicate balance and that all life must be tended with care. 
 
Druids do not ignore the needs of the people. As in ancient times they care for the welfare of the people, giving comfort in times of sickness and 
death, rejoicing in each other's life passages and achievements, and seeking to advise, as best they can, the secular leaders of their towns, states 
and nations. They donate time and money to religious, cultural and humanitarian projects that capture their imaginations. 
 
In short, Druidism is not a solitary path. The Druid is not isolated from her spiritual community, her town, her city, her nation or the world. 
 
Ways of Worship: 
 
Druids love nature and seek to know the land they live on intimately, observing seasonal and astronomical changes and animal behaviors as timing 
for festivals and as portents for the future. 
 
Druids honor rivers, trees, mountains, green herbs, rocks, animals and every living thing. The Whiteoak Druids, for example, take an oath to protect 
"the Earth and Her creatures," making offerings to trees, stones, and to the local River Goddess of the Druid's bioregion. Druids place an emphasis on 
praising the Gods and less of an emphasis on magic, using song, poetry, and crafts to express their love and kinship with their chosen deities. Druids 
make offerings to fire and water as a regular part of their rituals, in keeping with ancient Indo-European tradition. 
 
Celtic Reconstructionist Druids, in keeping with tradition, work with the Three Worlds (Land, Sea and Sky) more than the Four Directions. Druids 
invoke and thank the ancestors, the Nature Spirits and the Gods in their rites. Druids are true polytheists, understanding each deity as a distinct 
individual with His or Her unique likes, dislikes, and spheres of influence. Among Druids it is considered somewhat rude to bring deities from different 
religions and cultures together in the same circle and every effort is made to work within genuine Celtic pantheons. 
 
A Witch's circle is a closed space, designed to hold and contain energy to build it into a "cone of power." A Druid circle is a permeable affair; persons 
may walk in and out at will. Since part of the energy raising involves inviting the Nature Spirits to participate, Druids feel that there is no point in walling 
off the circle. Druid ceremonies are most often performed out of doors, ideally in the presence of living water, a fire, and a tree (or a pole or staff 
substitute). 
 
Modern Druids do not practice animal or human sacrifice, regarding hard work and artistic achievements as adequate offerings. 
 
The major festivals of the Druids are: Samhain, the ritual end of the harvest season and great festival to honor the dead; Imbolc, a festival especially 
dedicated to the Goddess Brighid; Beltaine, the beginning of Summer and Lughnasad, the start of the harvest season and a festival dedicated to Lugh 
and His foster mother. These festivals are known as "Fire Festivals." 
 
Many Druids also celebrate the Equinoxes and Solstices and some meet at the full or new moons. 
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Reading and Other References: 
 
For a list of links to the major Druid Orders, book lists and service projects please see:  
Sources: 
 
Breatnach, Liam (translator); Uraicecht Na Riar, Dublin Institute for Advanced Studies, Dublin, 1987. 
 
Hopman, Ellen Evert; A Druids Herbal, Destiny Books, Rochester, VT, 1995. 
 
Kelly, Fergus; A Guide To Early Irish Law, Dublin Institute for Advanced Studies, Dublin, 1991. 
 
Kelly, Fergus (translator); Audacht Morainn, Dublin Institute for Advanced Studies, Dublin, 1976. 
 
Markale, Jean; The Druids, Celtic Priests of Nature, Inner Traditions, Rochester, VT, 1999. 
 
Matthews, John; The Druid Source Book, Blanford Press, London, 1996. 
 
Ellen Evert Hopman 
 
Bio: ABOUT...   
Ellen Evert Hopman 
 
Location: Amherst, Massachusetts  
Website: http://www.celticheritage.co.uk/EllenEvertHopman  
Author's Profile: To learn more about Ellen Evert Hopman - Click HERE   
 

 
Other Listings: To view ALL of my listings: Click HERE  
 

 
Email Ellen Evert Hopman... (No, I have NOT opted to receive Pagan Invites! Please do NOT send me anonymous invites to groups, 
sales and events.)  

To send a private message to Ellen Evert Hopman ... 
 

 
 

http://www.witchvox.com/va/dt_va.html?a=usma&c=trads&id=8742 (4 of 7)6/26/2007 9:48:09 AM

http://www.witchvox.com/va/dt_va.html?a=usny&c=trads&id=8506
http://www.witchvox.com/_x.html?c=trads
http://www.celticheritage.co.uk/EllenEvertHopman<br
http://www.celticheritage.co.uk/EllenEvertHopman<br
http://www.celticheritage.co.uk/EllenEvertHopman<br
http://www.celticheritage.co.uk/EllenEvertHopman<br
http://www.celticheritage.co.uk/EllenEvertHopman<br
http://www.celticheritage.co.uk/EllenEvertHopman<br
http://www.celticheritage.co.uk/EllenEvertHopman<br
http://www.celticheritage.co.uk/EllenEvertHopman<br
http://www.celticheritage.co.uk/EllenEvertHopman<br
http://www.celticheritage.co.uk/EllenEvertHopman</a>: herbalist, author and Druid Priestess.  <BR><BR><BR> <BR><BR><table border=0 cellspacing=2 cellpadding=10 ><tr><td valign=top background=
http://www.celticheritage.co.uk/EllenEvertHopman</a>: herbalist, author and Druid Priestess.  <BR><BR><BR> <BR><BR><table border=0 cellspacing=2 cellpadding=10 ><tr><td valign=top background=
http://www.celticheritage.co.uk/EllenEvertHopman</a>: herbalist, author and Druid Priestess.  <BR><BR><BR> <BR><BR><table border=0 cellspacing=2 cellpadding=10 ><tr><td valign=top background=
http://www.celticheritage.co.uk/EllenEvertHopman</a>: herbalist, author and Druid Priestess.  <BR><BR><BR> <BR><BR><table border=0 cellspacing=2 cellpadding=10 ><tr><td valign=top background=
http://www.celticheritage.co.uk/EllenEvertHopman</a>: herbalist, author and Druid Priestess.  <BR><BR><BR> <BR><BR><table border=0 cellspacing=2 cellpadding=10 ><tr><td valign=top background=
http://www.celticheritage.co.uk/EllenEvertHopman</a>: herbalist, author and Druid Priestess.  <BR><BR><BR> <BR><BR><table border=0 cellspacing=2 cellpadding=10 ><tr><td valign=top background=
http://www.celticheritage.co.uk/EllenEvertHopman
http://www.witchvox.com/vn/vn_detail/dt_pa.html?a=usma&id=40364
http://www.witchvox.com/vn/vn_detail/dt_all.html?a=usma&id=40364


Witchvox Article

Pagan Essays 
1996-2007 

 
 

 
  

 

Wren's Nest 
News 97-2007 

 
 

 
  

 

Pagan Web 
8,000 Links 

 
 

 
  

 

Pagan Groups 
Local Covens etc. 

 
 

 
  

 

Pagan/Witch 
70,000 Profiles 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Home - TWV Logos - Email US - Privacy

News and Information 
 
Chapters: Pagan/Heathen Basics - Pagan BOOKS - Traditions, Paths & Religions - 
Popular Pagan Holidays - TV & Movies - Cats of the Craft - Festival Reviews - Festival 
Tips - White Pages (Resources) - Issues/Concerns - West Memphis 3 - Witch Hunts - 
Pagan Protection Tips - Healing Planet Earth  
Your Voices: Adult Essays - Young Pagan Essays - Pagan Perspectives (On Hold) - 
WitchWars: Fire in the Craft - Gay Pagan - Pagan Parenting - Military - Pagan 
Passages  
Pagan Music: Pagan Musicians - Bardic Circle at WitchVox - Free Music from TWV  
Vox Central: About TWV - Wren: Words, Wrants and Wramblings - Guest Rants - Past 
Surveys - A Quest for Unity  
Weekly Updates: Click HERE for an index of our weekly updates for the past 6 years   

W.O.T.W. - World-Wide Networking 
 

Your Town: A Link to YOUR Area Page (The largest listing of Witches, Pagans, Heathens 
and Wiccans on the Planet)  

VoxLinks: The Pagan Web: 8,000 Listings  
Your Witchvox Account: Log in Now - Create New Account - Request New Password - 

Log in Problems   
Personal Listings: Pagan Clergy in Your Town - Adult Pagans - Young Pagans - 

Military Pagans  
Events: Circles, Gatherings, Workshops & Festivals  

Covens/Groups/Orgs: Local Groups Main Page   
Other LOCAL Resources: Local Shops - Regional Sites - Local Notices - Global/

National Notices - Local Skills & Services - Local Egroups - Political Freedom Fighters   
Pagan Shopping: Online Shops Index - Original Crafters Sites - Auction Sites - Pagan 

Wholesalers - Pagan Local Shops   

 
 

Web Site Content (including: text - graphics - html - look & feel) 
Copyright 1997-2007 The Witches' Voice Inc. All rights reserved 

Authors & Artists retain the copyright for their work(s) on this website. 
Unauthorized reproduction without prior permission is a violation of copyright laws. 

 
Website structure, evolution and php coding by Fritz Jung on a Macintosh G5. 

 
Any and all personal political opinions expressed in the public listing sections (including, but not restricted to, personals, events, groups, shops, Wren’s Nest, etc.) are solely those of the author(s) and do 

not reflect the opinion of The Witches’ Voice, Inc. TWV is a nonprofit, nonpartisan educational organization. 
http://www.witchvox.com/va/dt_va.html?a=usma&c=trads&id=8742 (5 of 7)6/26/2007 9:48:09 AM

http://www.witchvox.com/zlist.html
http://www.witchvox.com/
http://www.witchvox.com/twv/logo.html
http://www.witchvox.com/twv/contactus.html
http://www.witchvox.com/twv/privacy.html
http://www.witchvox.com/
http://www.witchvox.com/xbasics.html
http://www.witchvox.com/xbooks.html
http://www.witchvox.com/xtrads.html
http://www.witchvox.com/xholidays.html
http://www.witchvox.com/xmedia.html
http://www.witchvox.com/xcats.html
http://www.witchvox.com/xfestivals.html
http://www.witchvox.com/festivals/tt00_intro.html
http://www.witchvox.com/festivals/tt00_intro.html
http://www.witchvox.com/xwhite.html
http://www.witchvox.com/xcases.html
http://www.witchvox.com/xwm3.html
http://www.witchvox.com/xwitchhunts.html
http://www.witchvox.com/xprotection.html
http://www.witchvox.com/xearth.html
http://www.witchvox.com/xwords.html
http://www.witchvox.com/xteen.html
http://www.witchvox.com/xqotw.html
http://www.witchvox.com/xwars.html
http://www.witchvox.com/xgay.html
http://www.witchvox.com/xparent.html
http://www.witchvox.com/xmilitary.html
http://www.witchvox.com/xpassages.html
http://www.witchvox.com/xpassages.html
http://www.witchvox.com/xpaganmusic.html
http://www.witchvox.com/music/xbardic.html
http://www.witchvox.com/music/xcfotd.html
http://www.witchvox.com/xtwv.html
http://www.witchvox.com/xwrenwords.html
http://www.witchvox.com/xfritz.html
http://www.witchvox.com/xsurveys.html
http://www.witchvox.com/xsurveys.html
http://www.witchvox.com/xunity.html
http://www.witchvox.com/xhomepages.html
http://www.witchvox.com/xvn.html
http://www.witchvox.com/xvn.html
http://www.witchvox.com/xlx.html
http://www.witchvox.com/vu/vxlogin.html
http://www.witchvox.com/vu/vxintro.html
http://www.witchvox.com/vu/vxrqpass.html
http://www.witchvox.com/vn/vn_notes/wotw_cookies.html
http://www.witchvox.com/vn/vn_index/xclergy.html
http://www.witchvox.com/vn/vn_index/xpagans.html
http://www.witchvox.com/vn/vn_index/xpagans.html
http://www.witchvox.com/vn/vn_index/xpagans.html
http://www.witchvox.com/vn/vn_index/xevents.html
http://www.witchvox.com/vn/vn_index/xgroups.html
http://www.witchvox.com/wotw/xshops.html
http://www.witchvox.com/vn/vn_index/xregional.html
http://www.witchvox.com/wotw/xnotices.html
http://www.witchvox.com/wotw/xnoticesg.html
http://www.witchvox.com/wotw/xnoticesg.html
http://www.witchvox.com/vn/vn_index/xskills.html
http://www.witchvox.com/vn/vn_index/xegroups.html
http://www.witchvox.com/vn/vn_index/xfreedom.html
http://www.witchvox.com/xmerchants.html
http://www.witchvox.com/merchants/crafts_list.html
http://www.witchvox.com/merchants/auctions_list.html
http://www.witchvox.com/merchants/wholesale_list.html
http://www.witchvox.com/merchants/wholesale_list.html
http://www.witchvox.com/xshops.html


Witchvox Article
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can help support this Community Resource. Donations ARE Tax Deductible. 
The Witches' Voice carries a 501(c)(3) certificate and a Federal Tax ID. 

 
Mail Us: The Witches' Voice Inc., P.O. Box 341018, Tampa, Florida 33694-1018 U.S.A. 
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does not verify or attest 
to the historical 
accuracy contained in 
the content of this 
essay. 
 
All WitchVox essays 
contain a valid email 
address, feel free to 
send your comments, 
thoughts or concerns 
directly to the listed 
author(s). 
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